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Municipal Water Law
• Legislature significantly amended Washington water law in 2003 to:

• provide clarity on the nature of water rights issued for municipal supply purposes, and 
• to provide flexibility to municipal water suppliers in exercising their water rights.

The Municipal Water Law:
• defines the terms “municipal water supplier” and “municipal water supply purposes”,
• defines when the “place of use” could be the same as a municipal water suppliers 

service area, 
• establishes that municipal water rights were not limited to the stated number of 

connections but to the number of connections approved in a water system plan, and 
required specific conservation practices and planning.

Under the law, utilities must use water efficiently.



Definitions
• "Municipal water supplier" means an entity that supplies water for municipal water supply purposes.

• "Municipal water supply purposes" means a beneficial use of water: 
• (a) For residential purposes through fifteen or more residential service connections or for providing 

residential use of water for a nonresidential population that is, on average, at least twenty-five 
people for at least sixty days a year; 

• (b) for governmental or governmental proprietary purposes by a city, town, public utility district, 
county, sewer district, or water district; or 

• (c) indirectly for the purposes in (a) or (b) of this subsection through the delivery of treated or raw 
water to a public water system for such use. 

If water is beneficially used under a water right for the purposes listed in (a), (b), or (c) of this 
subsection, any other beneficial use of water under the right generally associated with the use of water 
within a municipality is also for "municipal water supply purposes," including, but not limited to, 
beneficial use for commercial, industrial, irrigation of parks and open spaces, institutional, landscaping, 
fire flow, water system maintenance and repair, or related purposes. 
If a governmental entity holds a water right that is for the purposes listed in (a), (b), or (c) of this 
subsection, its use of water or its delivery of water for any other beneficial use generally associated with 
the use of water within a municipality is also for "municipal water supply purposes," including, but not 
limited to, beneficial use for commercial, industrial, irrigation of parks and open spaces, institutional, 
landscaping, fire flow, water system maintenance and repair, or related purposes.



Municipal water suppliers can hold water rights for municipal 
water supply or for other purposes 



Policy 2030
• Ecology developed an Interpretive and Policy Statement (IPS) for carrying out the 2003 

Municipal Water Law under the authority of the Administrative Procedure Act - RCW 
34.05.230.

• This policy statement clarifies the Department of Ecology’s position and management 
approach for carrying out that law for the primary audience of those interested in, and 
affected by, management of water rights for municipal supply purposes. This policy 
statement also enables Department of Ecology staff to have a common understanding and 
consistency of application.

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=34.05.230


What is the Issue?
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Reason Centralia Appealed



County Mobile Home Park in Centralia
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County Mobile Home Park in relation to 
rest of Centralia



A broader view of mobile home park location
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Centralia Requesting PCHB affirm Lewis Co. WCB Decision of 
7.0 AFY Water Right Transfer to City
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Centralia’s existing water rights*: 9,141 AFY 

Current use*: 2,543 AFY 

Inchoate available*: 6,598 AFY

*2013 Water System Plan



Water Resources Program Policy 2030
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Ecology applied this part of Policy 2030 – Part 1
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Ecology applied this part of Policy 2030 – Part 2
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So in this particular case the mobile home park was fully 
built out and did not plan on adding new connections. They 
had no water system plan and weren’t planning on 
extending their service area.



Determination of extent and validity of existing Country Mobile 
Water System water right
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